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Collège Villa Maria, an urban agriculture pioneer
2,000 square feet of gardens to be added to the School
Montréal, September 17, 2018 – Villa Maria is pleased to announce the launch of its new
Techno-Farm program, an urban agriculture and composting project to be carried out on the
School’s campus. With this educational project, the school seeks to encourage its students and
their parents to become more ecoresponsible.
Involving the creation of more than 2,000 square feet of garden plots as well as the
implementation of a composting program, the urban Techno-Farm offers students a variety of
learning activities: observation visits, thematic workshops, production workshops (various
sensors, composting systems) as well as data analysis workshops.
“We invite Villa Maria’s students at every level to get involved and contribute to the project
within the framework of their extracurricular and Academics+ activities. This initiative will allow
students to lead a series of ongoing scientific experiments and engineering projects enriching
their scientific knowledge. They will also have the opportunity to apply concretely, many
elements of their study program,” noted André Cholmsky, one of the School’s teachers.
Villa Maria’s Techno-Farm received funding from the Nova Science program, an initiative of
Québec’s Ministère de l’Économie, de la Science et de l’Innovation (Ministry of Economy,
Science and Innovation), which supports a better understanding of science and technology. The
Techno-Farm is also supported by Building Blocks Tutorials, the Villa Maria Parents Association,
the Villa Maria Parent-Teacher Association and the Villa Maria Mothers’ Guild.
Within the framework of the NovaScience program, visits, workshops and long-term projects
will also be organized for other schools. “This project will further make it possible to raise
awareness, among students of neighbouring schools, of the small-scale use of agricultural
technology, agricultural science and composting as well as the broader notions of
eco-citizenship and sustainable development. Once harvests are adequate, plans call for
distributing the gardens’ produce to community organizations,” concluded Villa Maria teacher
Rebecca Pearce.
About Collège Villa Maria
Villa Maria is a private co-ed school providing secondary education in French and English to
some 1,550 students. Villa Maria’s mission is to uncover the full potential of every boy and girl,
thanks to a personalized approach. Over its more than 160-year history, the School has acquired
a solid reputation and the quality of its teaching is widely recognized. Classified as a historical

building in 1951, the building housing the School is located in enchanting surroundings and
provides a stimulating environment fostering students’ growth and development.
– 30 –
Source: Collège Villa Maria
For information
Ian Riverin
Morin Relations Publiques
514-289-8688, ext. 227
514-742-7783 (cell)
ian@morinrp.com

